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Washington, April 8—Desnite
?

- prowing controversy here ovér the
~continuing role of J. Edgar
s divector of the Federal

Hoover
Burcau
of Investigation, there emern‘e:'
now the authoritative word: that
President Nixon is not ¢ ,n.temp'm

Attorney C‘cncm. Mitehell, \'ho is
Tnown to have discussed the situation
with the President, made the Nixon posi-
tion elear this week when he teld an in-
lerviewer who asked about the Hoover

“1 _expeet him to stay in th jo‘o as

: Iong as he is in good health an \l is able .

.
.

dn‘g(\m ship w.‘n} a

; as!\ed of the \hon'-' man, for-the

to <o the jobas hb s doing it now
‘Then ’\'ztchc.I said the cuesiion voas
"""I

h

presidential ‘.Mmint-

Cpient,

heels of ane of the worst s

“I-would gucss if you we ve to tu Ik %o
‘the Pwmdcnt" \utchell said,rou w u\.ld
get the same answer,” .

The flap over the I\‘HT, .stoz‘:!min:';
only partly from accusations made by
former speeial agents, tfzel

Cboiled up on

BT R AL N 1D 26 ] kT

cereey brocike

s downs - in the TDI's nanu——-L.. theft
cand pactin!l publication of were than
1,000 cm.fmmlti:zi i:‘.‘\:usm‘ docu-
menis frbmsthe bureaw’s 3 a. fizld

,bf‘r of liajson officors wh o m"

office.

Addition L.Hy informed sou rees dis-
elosed that omm government 1‘1thu izorce
agencies have been concerned by an DI
decisi fonr mfd\mn a iarge uiu in Lv\ nm-
erly co-
ordinated -aetivities and  indo .uz\tio_n.
Some agencies feel that the veduetjon in
the laison forece has cireated a nati nul
séeurity prodlem. . .

‘But an IFBI spolkesiman, ins:‘pcctor
Tom Bishop, categorically denicd that’
there has bm“l any sart of breakdown in
intelligconce  linison, ’lo also rejected
athor c‘h.v‘nm which *have been leveled
publicly and privately at the T6-year-old
Hoover.

In €act, lPﬁﬂO‘) cmm(:oxcnsr;,x,d that
the b'\I‘Ld[.’,‘C of criticism 111 recent days
was part of a . conspivaecy ‘'to dvive Mr.
JHoover out of ‘tha I~ BI and into retire-
ment” _

Tormer President L "1don Jolngon
sranted Hoover, a lonziime pcnmml
friend, an excepiion to tx‘c mandatory
arve 70 .ot.umsm. provision in the fed-

ral l'wr in 1963, and the, divcctor now
';mvu at the diseretion of the I Dyasident.
Tnder a sp\.x.ml law, Hoover ds eantitled

“to full pay of

: td‘}nenw and cr}'
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f HZ,OI‘Da year for life ¢ upon
retivement,” .

The White ;Imxsc is not unduly con-
cerned by the steady stream of politie-
cally mbpuu‘{ attacks on Hoover fm:r.
would-be revolutionavies of the “new
left,” or from the more conventional
liberals in Congress who have had a
long and voeal distaste for the CIHQJ.
G-man.

Of greater concern Lo presidential
advisers are Lne expressed hopes of
some Hoovu- admirers that the dhveetor
stcp down after « 6 years of (lC(ﬂCc\LLd
service befove }ns image s one’ aof the

n'mow.s tep  erime fighters becomes
tarnist cd by political “infighting and .
eritieisn . - :
Io"/ of Securtty Doty

Theve is concern, too, in the admin’s-
tration over ‘\..c'*cd fridtion bc»\vuca
the IFBI and o HCI intelligence arencies
that resuited  fram thc reduction in

liafson activities. These were ecenteved
ina specml office manned by 20 trained
agrenils, ercated to mem‘. o free fisw

of Jmclmcncc. The laisen office was

closed ]'u,t eplember bocmsc Toover
beeame dxss:\m ied with the ‘1:1..(;1@6
of material by some of the odlcl agei-
cies. ;
fliclals told these reporters that tf‘m,
* flovs of national s:cnnn Calo—~from the
FBI to the Dclcnqc ‘.Lc;!ve“u, Ageney
the Centlral Lm igence A7 zeney and T -
"Cul\u(‘hl*"mke uu\t‘i
seriving thé milita, tewucs and the

and State Depar tmenls—has

been curtailed to formal, wrilten com-

municationz. These were suld to have
been furnished mostly on request.

The oflicials wlo reported this viewed

n

the Haison cutback as symplomalic of a
general deterioration “in the buveauls
once highly acclaimed counwerespionage
operations which they say Hoover now
Le »s on o short leash to avoid possibis
CluuCl‘:I‘l. )

" Specifieally cited was what wase de-
seribed as the cmcd.m s inercasing ve-
luctance to use “extralegal” menns, “such
as ngm‘,, wive- tappmn and somelimes
burglary to obtain inside information
" about suspeeted spy operationd,

A \,0‘) .L’cntfwm official arguecd that
Hoover's early veluctance to get inte in-
vestigating havd-core radical revolulio-
aries, such as Weatherman, was 01
reagon  for. the Amny's' coutroversial
plunge fnto Jomestic intelligence opera-
tions.

Comw!m‘m‘a Aré Dismiss
This oflicial, who refused to permit
ase of his name, aid that it was Hoover's
-slowuesg to on‘u‘ Bl [‘(‘nta hite 2
vrobe of radieal groups in 1967, that led
o President Johonson’s divective that the
arny inatitute domestie 11_ue1hg:ulce on-
erationz-civilinn-type spying that has
orod“"l.. a storm of ‘eritictsm from &
Se *‘“c judieiavy =ub«.ommi.,we. _.‘
cqlmn m; CLLO" 1
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of Z0 agents was reduced to hree Jast
“fall when the buread was under heavy
pressure {o provide Jmore agents for a
Wwide varicty of assignments such as in-
vestigations of bombi: 18, protection of
aivlines  plasued by ‘skyjackings and
stepped-up violenece by radicals.

“There has Dbeen abs‘o}utcly no re-
duction in information going to the
other illt(,”igd\(_;. af\'cncxr\" " he said.

“We had 20 agents tied ot wn-delivering
the mail to tr.em. ’lhey did not have
liaison men assigued to us. Their mail
cane to us by courier.”

Successiul Frosecilion | Is Aim

© Instead oE having a 20-man lia Iso*l
olflice, he sai u, there ave now three men
agst gx'cd specifically to handle queries
and {o keep in touch with the other {n-
tellizence offices. In addition, he suid, o

" new, hghi-fneed teleprinter has been in-

stalled so ..h i information' can b(' trans-
witted rapi (.xv and securely from the
LI te the offices of the allier agencies,

The spokesman said that none of the

agencies h"‘.p complal ied  aboubt the
change and, far as he knew, lh&l\,
.was ne fif ct.on betweon the I“I and

ot) ers in the Intelligence com]\mmtj.

" He (TH missed the content] fon thai the
FBI had oecomc “too timid” in comluct-
ing espmm imwhg:.uons, pointing
out that -."c-n,'\“cm eVeN 'IOre oMM~
plaints that the burean h“dl cen fav {00
aggressive I the past in using bugs,

‘wirelaps and other “cxtra legal™ meang
of “investipation. . e

“Our record in esplonage easey aver
the years speaks for itselt,” he said,
‘;hete are really few experts in thig
ficld-in the country. I’eop‘u on ties side-
lines m.o really c.rmt kuow what they
ave talking about ofen think they Know
more shan ’r,hh,(»\rum bul, they o >\\.u1;-,{
don’t know all of the facts.”

The primary goal in an eqplon age In-

vestigation is a successful prose wuon ha
.mx(., and sometimes thas requires re-
straint, ‘hu1 ave also times when the
ageals working the case scek to turn the
Sle}(‘.Cu into a.double agent or to ece(,
* him false information. -

In some casds, a"cnts are “. ‘1'5 T ‘h
three goals at onee wilh dmwcm, peLs
3003 invidy ed ina compuanv he said, To
an ouu,xc.cr not {familiar with gl .,ue,JnLts
in such o en 1S, it might not scent (hat the
mn»t.hnuon i bnm,' pursucd as hmd 8%
it should be, he said. .

Whatever the pros and cons of ﬂu.
cnntzoverﬂy thc one thing Cmnp.mcl"-
solid is the evidence that the president
hiwself has no intention now of takings

§Lt1m‘ for a dhmﬂc of command :Lt the
Sy

When Attomcy General Mitchell safd
!n kS ;1p«.(. interview with David Frost-e

i AR .t no

04681 MQﬁbdggUWS tho
I uuuvn.. felt the snme way, it war cuite
cIear that tie comuient had Lull Whito
House aunroval . -




